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▪ Requirements set by private entities that 
producers are asked to meet for economic, 
social and environmental sustainability 
objectives. Can include: 

❑ human rights, equitable profit sharing, decent 
working conditions, conservation of natural 
resources, biodiversity, etc.

▪ Comes with price premium 

▪ Can facilitate or act as a barrier for market 
access

▪ Major retailers and brand owners use it as an 
effective marketing tool 
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Around                  
500 eco-labels in 

199 countries and 
25 industries today 

(ecolabelindex.com)

66 % of consumers 
are willing to pay a 

premium for 
sustainable products 

(Nielsen survey)

Sometimes up to 8 
standards must be 
met for a product 

to be accepted in a 
retail network 

(UNFSS 3rd Flagship)

Today Sustainable 
Production value  
≈ US$ 50 billion*  

(The State of Sustainability 
Initiative Reports )

+

Organic products value for 
US$ 70 billion  

(FIBL The World of Organic Agriculture)

*agriculture and sea food commodities

*Source: The State of Sustainability Markets, 2019 (FiBL-IISD-ITC survey 2019)
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• Highest growth 2013/2017: BCI:  +179%
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*Source: The State of Sustainability Markets, 2019 (FiBL-IISD-ITC survey 2019)
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