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Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development Goals
Enterprise development, targeted at micro, small and mediumsized enterprises (MSMEs), has been
identified as a particularly effective means to address some fundamental developmental challenges.
This is in large part because of the powerful contribution MSMEs can make to sustainable and inclusive
economic growth.
Apart from their power as job creators, MSMEs facilitate poverty eradication and inequality reduction and
help to develop better standards of living, . Stimulating MSME activity in sectors to provide in the basic
needs of people can be instrumental in efforts to alleviate hunger and bolster food security; improve
access to basic health; contribute to inclusive and equitable education; and fortify efforts to empower
women. MSMEs can therefore have a powerful catalytic effect in efforts to deliver the SDGs. The newly
adopted SDG agenda therefore provides a compelling rationale to strengthen the MSMEs sector. Here
are some examples of what can be achieved.
Goal 1. Business activity and selfemployment are important means to help lift people out of
poverty. Therefore, efforts to facilitate the poor's engagement in business or foster business
activity in poor regions and communities can have powerful spillovers through job creation, all of
which can meaningfully contribute to help eliminate poverty.
Goal 2. In many developing countries, where agriculture is a strategically important sector on
which large numbers of people depend for their livelihoods, there is scope to support forprofit
rural enterprises and reduce barriers to their activity to help boost agricultural productivity and
raise incomes.
Goals 6, 7 and 9. Ensuring the availability of water supply and sanitation, energy, and improved
infrastructure will allow MSMEs to concentrate on their core activities. Many of them lack access
to basic infrastructure such as roads, electricity, irrigation, energy and communication
technologies, on which markets rely to function properly. At the same time, these areas could
open new opportunities for MSMEs as suppliers of these services.
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Master trainer from Brazil Renato Santos
joined Ms. Judy Joseph and her local
team.

Paraguay: A pilot workshop took place in
Paraguay in collaboration with Empretec
Argentina paving the way to a revival of
activities in the country.

Cameroon: The new Agency to promote
entrepreneurship and SMEs in the
country has been established and is
already working on the new
entrepreneurship policy and the
development of the local Empretec center.
The Ministry of Small and Medium
Enterprises, Social Economy and
Handicraft and UNCTAD organized 4
ETWs between January and June 2015 in

Yaoundé. 100 entrepreneurs have
already been trained and local trainers
will be certified soon.

Empretec Latin America Regional
Workshop in Dominican Republic: From
June 2nd to 4th . UNCTAD cohosted the
Latin American regional workshop, which
enabled participants to share
experiences, challenges and
methodological issues related to the
delivery of the Empretec Training
Workshop (ETW). Centres in the region
agreed to cooperate in distance learning,
social media and electronic data
management Throughout the three days
of the workshop, UNCTAD held individual
meetings with Empretec Directors
addressing current topics of interest.
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